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Tamer Institute for Community Education

Tamer Institute for Community Ed-
ucation is a non-profit organization
establishedin1989inJerusalem as
a natural and necessary response
to urgent needs in the Palestinian
Community. The most important of
those needs, according to the insti-
tute, is the need to acquire means
to help people learn and produce
while living under very difficultcir-
cumstancesduetothelsraelioccupa-
tion.

In 1993, the Publishing Unit at
Tamer institute was established to
provide high quality and interactive
books for children and young adults.
Moreover, the institute developed
an increased interest in developing
children’s literature. More than 130
books were published focusing on
interactive learning methods and
aiming at encouraging imagination
and creativity among their target
group. The books tackle subjects

Yol b aatoel] @ulatll el Aacige ol aial

such as national identity, diversity,
equal opportunities and children’s
rights; Subjects that provide the
space for the growth and develop-
ment of their morals, values and
community participation.

Tamer’s Publications vary to in-
clude translated stories, manuals
for teachers and students, studies
and researches, picture books and
books for young adults, and differ-
ent publications documenting Tam-
er's programs and activities as well
as periodicals.

Our institute participates in several
Arab and international book fairs
and is in cooperation with a number
of international publishing houses,
aiming at introducing international
children’s literature to Palestinian
and Arab readers in addition to en-
hancing cultural exchange and un-
derstanding among people.
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A dream

Author: Sulafa Hejjawi

Cover lllustration: Hosni Radwan.

Year of publication: 2008

A poetry book containing 5 to 7/ poems
addressing children, it cheers children.
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Journey in Colors

Author: Lyana Bader

lllustration: Hosni Radwan
Year of publication: 2008
The story of Lana; a young girl who got hit
by a sunstroke that forbid her from leav-
ing her house and play with her friends,
instead; Lana sits in her room and starts
painting on white paper. Lana travels
through her paintings to the world of col-
ors and the beauty of nature.



OLS) edauwlal uadidt & T po byl
(Al youay

JUib] Ae gama aglull

Il ol sden ull

LeliS oy s o35y ys

TRV EN | RPN A YR

ol I Al alell 2o, I A GS1B 5 Sl
SEAE

Yoo Al A

e Ogladl @9 At yally A pall ialil QLI 10 ol
Jeall @t o Ay 2. 3195 38 pa9 Lead pal S Aalale
Lgaa 355 @l JLoa DU Al dpsas iyl s 53 e
A yall g Ayl crallly

Folktales from Palestine

Author: Palestinian children.

Cover lllustration: Ahmad Al Khalid
Translation: Praline Gaypara

Awards: IBBY Honor List 2010.

Year of publication: 2008

Nine Palestinian folktales for children
were selected to be published and distrib-
uted in Palestine and France. The book is
published in both Arabic and French, in
cooperation with the French organization
Cobiac and Riwag Center in Bethlehem.
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The Magic Iron

Author: Khalid Juma

[llustrations of first edition: Ansaf Al Hajj
Yassin

[llustrations of second edition: Eyad Sabah
Year of publication: 2008

The book tells the story of a young girl who
enjoys transferring things from a three di-
mensional perspective into a one dimen-
sional perspective usinga magicaliron.
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A hird and A fish

Author: Eiad Maddah

[llustration: Akram Halabi

Year of publication: 2010

This story is about a beautiful warbler bird
and a shining fish that waits every morn-
ing to listen to the bird’s singing. They fall
in love, but life faces them with the hard-
est question: where will you build your
house?
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The Rain Song

Author: Zakaryya Mohammed

lllustration: Ahmad Khaldi

Year of publication: 2010

The donkey thinks that his voice is not
beautiful, so he never sang, although ev-
eryone else did; the birds, the cocks and
even the horses. One day he breaks the si-
lence and sings. All the animals wondered
what will he sing for; fatigue, patience or
strong hooves? But no... he sang for the
rain. And suddenly the rain started to fall,
and everyone cheered, sang and danced
with the falling hail.
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Omar and Haha

Author: Safa’ Omer

[llustration: Dima Abu Al Hajj

Year of publication: 2010

The book tells the story of an interesting
friendship between Omar with his springy
friend HAHA. They both enjoy an imagi-
nary world of colors and cakes and child-
hood at the house of HAHAs.
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Aunt Zayoun and the Olive Tree

Author: Fatima Sharaf Eddin

lllustration: Sinan Hallag

Co-publication: Asala Publishing house-
Beirut.

Year of publication: 2010

In a small village there is a small hill, and
on the hill there are an olive tree and an
old lady living in her little cottage. The
lady is a hundred years old and the olive
tree is three hundred years old. The olive
tree as well as the old lady knows the se-
crets of the grandfathers, the fathers and
the sons of the village, the secrets that no
one knows. The olive tree is resistant and
doesn’t ask for much, so is the good old
lady.
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Come, Play with Me

Author: Safa’ Omer
lllustration: Nadine Saydani
Year of publication: 2010
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The story of a boy who keeps pushing his father to play with him, but an interesting
change happens at the end. A poetic book with simple languge and pages of creative

colors and illustrations.
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Children’s Books Translated into Arabic
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The bear and the Wild Cat

Author: Kazumi Yumoto
[llustration: Komako SAKAI
Translation: Abla Toubasi
Year of publication: 2010
The book tells the story of a Bear who
couldn’t stand the idea of separating from
his best friend, the bird. Instead he held
him in a box to wherever he went. Sud-
denly, he meets a cat who played violin
and convinces him to play the drum to
compensate the loss of his friend. They
both traveled to play music for others who
needed it.
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Palestinian Books for Young Adults
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The Photograph

Author: Najla™ Atala

[llustration: Sharif Sarhan

Year of publication: 2009

“Karim” like all other boys; likes football.
Unfortunately; he is a fat boy, and always
suffers at the physical education class
and he is always forbidden from playing.
He tries hard to find a shirt and a short
that fit him. Karim hates looking at the
mirror because of his appearance and
thinks that everyone hates him. He gets
into a sequence of troubles that leads
him to prison, where he gets stabbed and
goes to the hospital.

Al Loy e

393 Lo sl

Ol s iy slagan )

Yoo sl L

Syl 25 Saly Ty tUile e 3l ) " hams”
: " e oyt o ey gy
Byl LAl I3 OIS .4 Loy dagen 4.S5La Lills (g i)
S comin 280 atl o3 Ly i Alesn & Bfun & 35La]
sl @lle I aama’ Sy duaily IS Le cn Y (re
a1 2 A0 52l ke I s J iy Jsan]
293! a3 e duie i ey dama Sl ALY
Sty daglies dgalsn e oueling lgie iy OIS
Al (s eyl )3

1

On the Café’s Pavement

Author: Seba Tawfig
[llustration: Sharif Sarhan

Year of publication: 2009

The book is about the story of a friendship
between Mohammed and Dala ‘who meet
at a friend’s house. This friendship gives
each of them what he/she lacked. Mo-
hammed gets into the music world and
its beauty, and Dala’ gets into the world of
reading and writing. One day Mohammed
meets an old man who opens his eyes
on things that he used to run away from.
The old man helps him face his fears and
make decisions in life.
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The Jar in the Well

Author: Group of Youth from Palestine
(Nakheel Team).

Photographs: Group of Youth from Pales-
tine (Nakheel Team).

Year of publication: 2010

The book accumulates the rich learning
experience of the youth teams in Gaza
Strip and Bethlehem. A documentation of
the environmental practices of peasants
in preserving water in Palestine. The sto-
ries are told by the peasants to the youth
teams to share concerns about environ-
ment inherited through history. The book
includes portraits of the social and cultur-
al life in Gaza Strip and Bethlehem.
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From Jerusalem the Story Begins

Author: Nakheel Youth Team

[llustration: Photographs by youth

Edited by: Sonia Nimer

Year of publication: 2009

This book represents the experience of

a group of young Adults from the city of
Jerusalem in documenting the oral his-
tory of the city to highlight its life through
the different historical periods in details,
colors and scents, through a series of live
interviews with the people of the city, its
traders and inhabitants. The story takes
place in the markets of Jerusalem, and
especially in the gift and herbs shops.
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The Dreams of the Thin Boy

Author: Mahmud Shukair

[llustration: Yara Bamieh

Year of publication: 2010

This novel is about a Palestinian child who
lived in the fifties of the twentieth century,
and who witnessed the Palestinian Nakba
in 1948 and the massacre of Dir Yassin
that was committed by the Zionist gangs
against the Palestinian villagers. This nov-
el mixes between reality and fantasy, and
describes the different attitudes of a teen-
age boy, his hopes, desires and visions.
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A little of light
Author: Ghaid Al- Hissi
[llustration: Sharif Sarhan
Year of publication: 2009
The diaries of the 16 years Hala living in
Al-Shate’ refugee camp in Gaza Strip. The
Israeli occupation has bombarded her
house and caused the death of her father
and left her a scar on her face. The novel
talks about the challenges Hala faces be-
cause of this scar, and the psychological
troubles it has left.
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Young Adults Books Translated into Arabic

Tales on the Horse Back
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The Well Song

Author: Anas Abu Rahmeh

[llustration: Lubna Taha

Year of publication: 2010

The book includes short stories for young
adults that speak about love, homeland,
childhood, human relations and nature.
The book was written in a poetic language
and a deep human spirit.
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The Friends

Author: Kazumi Uomoto

Cover lllustration:

Translation: Sulafa Hejjawi
Awards: IBBY Honor List 2010.
Year of publication: 2008
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Author: Simon Stranger

Translation: Zakieh Kheirhoum

Origin: Norwegian

Year of publication: 2010

The Story of Samuel who emigrates from
Africa with a group of people on a poor
boat to Europe. The novel is about illegal
immigration and the pain that face immi-
grants as they reach their destination.

——

In search for answers to questions about death, three Japanese boys learn about life
and living in a beautifully unfolding novel. Kiyama, Kawabe and Yamashita are sixth
grade friends who want to know what happens when someone dies.
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Resources on Children’s Literature
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A research on Tolerance, Accepting the other and vio-
lence issues within the same community in local chil-
dren’s literature.

Preparation: the Palestinian writer Mahmud Shukair.
In this research the writer studied a hundred Palestinian chil-
dren’s books focusing on the themes of tolerance and accept-
ing the other in the Palestinian society. He found that this qual-
ity exists in the Palestinian children’s literature and is handled
deeply, and it's reflected through the social and human values
presented for children in these books that form a motivation for
children to hold on this human value, such as tolerance.
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YARA'AT ...

is a bimonthly supplement in Al-Ayyam newspaper, started in 1996, that represents
a free forum for literary and educational expression for youth, and now it is published
every two months in the same newspaper .

Yara'at aims at urging youngsters to express themselves through endeavors which pro-
mote creative writing, to bridge the gap between youngsters in various locals. The or-
ganizational, executive , and editing committees of Yara'at are made up of youngsters
ranging in age between 14 and 21 years. Yara'at is open to all youth in Palestine to
encourage them to express their personal experiences, feelings and ideas through cre-
ative writing and drawings. It teaches them to seek facts and knowledge and ensures
an active participatory learning. The Newsletter is open to poetry, creative writings and
drawings and is open to discussion of issues of concern for Palestinian youth.
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Taif
A Palestinian magazine on children’s lit-
erature which includes various

subjects as in information on authors, . ’%J%E‘géib_c&ym&;ﬁaihstp_@bmb
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their work, publications, articles on

children’s literature in Palestine and the

world. In addition, the magazine

includes information on the Palestinian

section of IBBY hosted by the
Institute.
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Children’s Literature Prize in Palestine
2006-2008

Under the patronage of the Ministry of
Culture, Tamer Institute has organized a
prize on “Best Text and Best Illustrations”
on Palestinian children’s books.

Jury:

For Best Text: Safa’ Omair (Children’s
Writer), Sadig Khdour (Trainer on chil-
dren’s literature in Ministry Of Education)
and Mariam Shrouf (Literary critic).

For Best lllustration: Natash Ma’ani (il-
lustrator of children’s books), Mohammad
Saleh (illustrator and trainer on illustra-
tion) and Aref Thawabta (Art Supervisor
at MOE).

Best Text: Winner of the prize is First
Flower on Earth; author is “Zakaria Mo-
hammad”,

Best lllustration: Winner of the prize is
Eman and the kite book, illustrated by
“Dima Abu Al Hajj".

Palestinian on the Road by Salman

Natur:

A book that describes the historical path |
Nazareth |
and Bethlehem. It also describes the cit-
ies and areas placed on this path. This St o e P e
book won the honor list on the national L oyl Lle oAl AnS Sl G 1 5la . g platl 10 Jabs
level among 101 books for children from i
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that connects the two cities:

for promoting its sale.
Astrid Lindgren Award.
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With perseverance, audacity and resourcefulness, the Tamer Institute has, for two
decades, stimulated Palestinian children’s and young adult’s love of reading and their
creativity. Under dicult circumstances, the Institute carries out reading promotion of an
unusual breadth and versatility. In the spirit of Astrid Lindgren, the Tamer Institute ac-
knowledges the power of words and the strength of books, stories and imagination as
important keys to self-esteem, tolerance and the courage to face life. (Jury 24/3/2009)




