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Tamer Institute for Community Education

Tamer Institute for Community Education is a non-profit organization, established in 1989 in
Jerusalem as a natural and necessary response to urgent needs in the Palestinian Community.
The most important of those needs, according to the institute, is the need to acquire means to
help people learn and produce while living under very difficult circumstances due to the Israeli
occupation.

In 1993, the Publishing Unit at Tamer institute was established to provide high quality and
interactive books for children and young adults. Moreover, the institute developed anincreased
interest in developing children’s literature. More than 130 books were published focusing on
interactive learning methods and aiming at encouraging imagination and creativity among their
target group. The books tackle subjects such as national identity, diversity, equal opportunities
and children’s rights; Subjects that provide the space for the growth and development of their
morals, values and community participation.

Tamer's Publications vary to include translated stories, manuals for teachers and students,
studies and researches, picture books and books for young adults, and different publications
documenting Tamer's programs and activities as well as periodicals.

Our institute participates in several Arab and international book fairs and is in cooperation
with a number of international publishing houses, aiming at introducing international children’s
literature to Palestinian and Arab readers in addition to enhancing cultural exchange and
understanding among people.
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Dima
Author: Safa’ Ameer
Illustration: Mouhamad Amous.

A cloud tries to tell her friend Ali some information about the

moon through poetic language.

Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers
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Shubak Rasha

Author: Abla Tubasi.
Illustration: Faten Tubasi

Rasha participates in a demonstration in the first intifada, and
her leg gets broken, which prevents her from leaving the house.
Through her window, she begin watching the children playing, then
throwing stones on the soldiers of the occupation. Despite the
injury, Rasha finds a way to assist the children in their struggle.
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My Sister Sara

Auther: Safa’ Ameer
Illustration: Fotony Didousi \_ y

Sarah is a little blind girl, leading a normal life like her peers.
She reads, plays and does everything other children would do.
The story was written through a workshop with the English writer
Elizabeth Laird, for developing the art of writing and integrating
children with disabilities.
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The Adventures of Hdaydoun
Author: Zainab Habash

lllustration: Majeda Hamdan

The little rabbit, who was left alone in his house, felt sad for a mouse,
because his enemy the cat is chasing him. He helps the mouse to escape,
and they both help a small cat. The three made a new company.

Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers
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The Prince and the Wise Old Man

Author: Deema Sihwail,
lllustration: Samer Mousa.

The prince, who was the only son of his father the king, is fond of food,
and nothing but food. He eats all the time, and keeps getting fatter.
This annoys his father, who consults the doctors in vain. An old wise
man arrives, and invites the prince to the land of honey. He introduces
him to nature, to work, and to his people. At the end he returns as a
new man who is thin and cares for others.
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Sheep Don’t Eat Cats
Author: Khalid Juma
Illustration: group of Artists.

Awards received:
IBBY Honor List for best illustrations, 2007.

A beautiful picture book illustrated through a workshop with the French
artist Axal Maga. The book discusses issues of diversity and accepting
others. UNESCO has the ownership of its copyright.
Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers
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Holako

Author: Majdi Shomali
Illustration: Natasha Ma’ani

In a small imaginary village lives a very big young man.
Inhabitants called him Holako because of his misdeeds.
Everybody refuses his company, but he overcomes, with his wit
and love for reading, the arrogance of a strong ignorant man.
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The Airplane

Author: Zakariya Mohammad
Illustration: Bashar Alhorob.

A story about a Palestinian child traumatized by an Israeli war plane.
Together with his peers, he makes a kite which flies higher than the
fighting plane, a fact which helped him overcome his fears.

Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers




A Day in the Dreams
& Salma’s Plan (2 Stories)

1. A Day in the Dreams
Author: Rana Khaled and Hiba A’bat
Illustration: Basima Takrori

2. Salma’s Plan
Author: Basima Takrouri
Illustration: Basima Takrouri

This book consists of two
stories and discusses
environmental issues such as
water conservation and the
importance of sanitation.

Hassoun

Author: Amer Shomali
Illustration: Samer Mousa

A pictured story, full of humor,
about the relationship of a young
child with his two elder brothers.
The child feels that his brothers
have talents which he does not
have, and feels sad for this, until
he finds that every person has his
own Particular talent.

The author was a member of
Yara'at Youthteam, participated in
many of the illustration workshops
implemented by Tamer, and
illustrated some children and
youth books, published by Tamer.

Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers
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Al-Qamlah (The Louse)

Author: A Folktale by Sharief Kana'na.
lllustration: Ansaf El-Haj Abed

A Palestinian folktale, preserved through oral history. It is about a
louse who marries a flea. The flea dies while helping her in preparing
food for her guests. She feels sad, and makes all the neighbors share
her grief.
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Al-Futur (The breakfast)

Author: Joint effort, edited by Khaled Jouma.
Illustration: Abdallah Ruzi
Awards Received: IBBY honor list 2006 for illustration.

A beautiful picture book produced during the illustration workshop with artist Alyana
Cazalet, talking about the giant animals predating on small animals.

Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers
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Kayous and Kayousa (4 Books)

Author: Basima Takrouri and Khaled Jouma
Illustration: Maher Fares.

Very interesting topics about environmental attitudes. The book is a joint product
between GTZ & Tamer project on environmental awareness.
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Iman and the Kite o

Author: Dima Sehwail
lllustration: Dima Abu Elhaj

It tells the story of a young girl attending a kite's festival. She goes in an
imaginary journey to the world of joy and love, as one of the kites asks her e
to join a trip in the sky.
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First flower on earth

Author: Zakaria Mohamad
lllustration: Ahmad Khaldi.

A story of a little girl who loses her first word. She cannot find it where it was
dropped, but instead she finds the first flower growing there.

Children’s Books Written
by Palestinian Writers
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My First Book:

Author: Children
Illustration: Children

To encourage reading and writing among children, Tamer
Institute holds its annual "My First Book” a competition for
children up to the age of 15, during the National Reading
Week. Children are invited to submit their original writings
and illustrations of topics that they choose. The stories are
reviewed by the literature committee. The selected stories are
published within the series. Many of the contributions received
are by children who have attended training workshops held by
the Institute.




Love or Question

Author: A Japanese folktale.
lllustration: a joint effort by
11 artists as a result of

a workshop by a French artist.
Origin: Japanese.

The story is about a fisher
who defends a beautiful fish
against human violence. The
fish then suddenly transforms
into a lady and marries him.
The fisher chooses to ask too
many questions about the
transformation, and because
she does not want to tell him
her secret, he loses her forever.
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Author: Bjern Sortland,
Illustration: Lars Elling.
Origin: Norwegian.
Awards received:
Literacy Award.

- France’s Prix Octogone.

- IBBY's Honor List Diploma.

- Norway’'s Melsom Prize.

much about their lives.
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Red, Blue, and a bit of Yellow

- The Austrian Ministry of Culture’'s

- The Deutscher Jugendliteraturpreis
(German Children’s Book Prize).

- Norway's Gold Medal for lllustration.

When a young girl accompanies her
uncle to an Art Museum, where he works,
she needs a toilet while he is busy with
visitors. Looking for that, she explores
the works of great artists, and knows
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The Zapperdockel and the Cock

Author: Georg Bydlinski.

lllustration: Jens Rassmus.

Translation: Shadia Helou

Origin: German.

Awards received:

- Picture books Award 2005, Austrian Litera-
ture Youth Prize.

- Luchs Prize 206, Die Zeit, April 2004.

- The Best 7 Books’ List, Focus, March 2004.

- Nominated for the German Youth Literature Award.
- IBBY Honor List for best translation, 2007.

The storyis about a small creature who has no
confidence in himself, unlike the big creature,
who is strong, rude, and who constantly tries
to hurt him, whenever he meets him. But
the former decides not to allow the later to
disturb his life by teaching him that life can
be good where there is tolerance.

Children’s Books
Translated into Arabic
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Mama Zooms

Author and illustrator: Jean Queen Fletcher.

Translation: Wisam Abdallah.

A picture book about a disabled mother and her child. They together
zoom along the streets in the mother's wheelchair, forgetting about
the disability that might make his mother different from others.
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Elections in Sabana

Author: Sandrine Domas Rou.
lllustration: Bruno Robert.
Translation: Walid Abu Bakr.
Origin: French.
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Animals in the forest call for
new elections, and choose the
crocodile as a new king. But he
is too lazy to work. He puts his
relatives in charge, which annoys
the other animals, who evantually
feel rebellious.
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Kwajo and the Brass man’s
Wisdom and Gold

Author: Meshack Asari.

Translation: Abla Tobasi.

lllustration: Meshack Asare from Ghana.
Origin: African (Ghana).

Awards received:

- The author received the Nouma Award
for Publishing for this book.

- Nominated for the Astrid Lindgren
Memorial Award.

The Story is translated into Swedish, and
is inspired from the history and culture
of West Africa. It deals with gold and
Ashanti wisdom. When a copper statue
comes to life in the hands of a boy, and
reveals its old secrets to him, the boy
lives an astonishing experience that
becomes a kind of magical game.

Jlatsi cis

A pall (AN das ylo

Buball ol pwg g2lgS
kol Iliice sa i

rbigh Al sdex I

(BLE (0) 2] s JuoY!

gl Bl . paill Lagh B33k 235192l
Sl 1) AlS e (SIS (Jlablr wal
iyl S8 100 Juadl s . (yausa
oyl B3t iy - (pdiad! 0811 2
SOy

L ,al @y 70l (e Bl gins Anill
LSy ol o Gy (Lgalaly
el Pl I3 (ye lldg uLaY
CadiSay e G o Blidl 4 S
das Grall Gungs (agadll oy, @
Lyme A G JomT Aol By S
Ladll oha Coar 5 g 2N Agus
gl S

Children’s Books
Translated into Arabic



67 Lub

VYV JENC R (v {
gl pale sp gt

condacata 2 ol gl o Ae Lo Wl cla Ml g sladl calS a8

g pynga 5o 128 §1967 Johinl any Lgd ans sl Lag
LglanY Ll @l o Blia (e 2305 31

Summer 67

Author: Majdi Shomali
Illustration: Amer Shomali

A novel about life and social relations of Palestinian
youths living in Bethlehem and how their lives were
affected by the Israeli occupation in 1967.
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Kosor Ashreia

Author: Ahmad Dahbour.
lllustration: Amer Shomali

A collection of poems, in a simple language that suits young
readers. The poems focus on the life of the Palestinian youth
in the refugee camps.

Books Written by Palestinian
Writers for Young Adults
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Diaries under Occupation

Author: the young Palestinian writer Basima Takrouri.
lllustration: Bashar Alhorob.

This diary goes into the life of a young Palestinian woman living under
Israeli Occupation. It includes messages written to a foreign friend,
telling her about the Israeli invasion to Ramallah, and the difficulties
she faces while travelling from Ramallah to Bethlehem, where she
studies. The book is translated into the French language. . J
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Far Away Planet for my Sister the Queen

Author: Mahmoud Shuqair
Illustration: Mouhamad Amous

A young boy gets inspired when called “King” by adults around him, and tries
to live as a king by revealing the secret to others, and urging them to feel and
live like kings and queens, despite difficulties imposed by occupation.

Books Written by Palestinian
Writers for Young Adults
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Travel over Travel

Author: Salman Natour.
Illustration: Natasha Ma’ani.

This novel attempts to depict the Palestinian history since Al- Nakba which
divided Palestine bothin land and people. Through a fiction and non-realistic
trip, the novel roams around places inside Palestine and the Diaspora.
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Palestinian History Book for Youth

Author: Sonia and Saed Nimr

Illustration: Mouhammad Amous

A picture book for youth on the modern history of Palestine since the 19th century
to the second intifada of 2000. It covers the historical events of the British Mandate
to the current Israeli occupation.The book presents the struggle of the Palestinian
people in regaining their inalienable rights.

Books Written by Palestinian
Writers for Young Adults
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A Traveler through Ages

Author: Nawras Qorzom, 11 years old.
Illustration: Majeda Hamdan

An intense imaginary story that goes through heritage and classic
Arabic poetry. An imaginary trip takes a young boy back into history,
where he meets some famous classical Arabic poets and recalls
their poetry.
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Cities Telling their History
Author: Youth from three cities.

Interestinginformation onthe oral history and identities of the Palestinian
cities of Nablus, Hebron and Gaza which have been collected by the
youth there, through interviewing elderly people who knew better about
the political history of these cities, and their social traditions.

JEnT 2O E {F Y bi { Palestinian History
B LW I Books for Young Adults




The Gallant Five

Author: Henriet Siksek

lllustration: Cathrine Krapsker.
Rewritten into Arabic by: Henriet Siksek
Origin: English.

IBBY'’s Honor List for best Writter, 2006.
The Gallant Five has been published in
Arabic by Tamer Institute for the first time
since its initial publication in English in the
USA by Robert B. Luce Inc.1963. It is inspired
by a legend which has been passed from
one generation to the other. It takes place
in Mecca and Damascus in the seventh
century, and talks about five young owners
of five Arabic horses who try to introduce the
genuine Arabic horses. The book touches the
heart when describing the relation of these
boys with their horses.

Books for Young Adults
Translated into Arabic

Under the Hawthorn Tree

Author: Marita Conlon-McKenna
Illustration: Donald Teski.
Translation:Isam Batran

Origin: Irish.

Awards received: The international
Reading Association Award.

Three Irish children survived the
Irish famine. Their story is told to
revive the memory of the dark days,
which shows the ability of people in
facing harsh conditions of nature,
or any other sources.
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Rescue Mission in Bagdad

Author: Luciana Savaget
lllustration: Thais Linharis.
Translation: Ahmad Yaqoub.
Origin: Brazilian.

The book connects the new situation in
Iraq nowadays, with the destruction and
robbery of cultural figures and heritage,
with the mythical figures related to the
same culture, in a mission of saving
the cultural treasures in Iraq. It is about
the invasion of Iraq which threatens
the cultural heritage. A group of lovers
of tales try - in an imaginary mission -
to risk the personalities of the famous
Arabic Nights from the danger.
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A Little Piece of Ground

Author: Elizabeth Laird

and Sonia Nimer.

Translation: Samar Qutob.
Origin:English.

Awards Received: Hampshire Award
2004.

This book tells the story of a thirteen
year old Palestinian boy living under the
Israeli military occupation, experiences
imprisonment inside a car located
in the piece of ground he strives to
arrange as a place to play in with his
friends. Curfew, tanks, settlements and
immigration interrupt his plans about
peace and success.
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Books for Young Adults
Translated into Arabic
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Reference on Children’s
Literature Resources
Author: Mary Fasheh.

An important book including references on authors, illustrators
and translators who added to the production of the Palestinian
children’s literature.
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Taif

A Palestinian magazine on children’s literature which includes various
subjects as in information on authors, their work, publications, articles on
children’s literature in Palestine and the world. In addition, the magazine
includes information on the Palestinian section of IBBY hosted by the
Institute.

Resources on Children’s Aawra™ie yolae
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YARAAT is a bimonthly supplement in Al-Ayyam newspaper, started in
1996, that represents a free forum for literary and educational expression for
youth, and now it is published every two months in the same newspaper .
Yara'at aims at urging youngsters to express themselves through endeavors
which promote creative writing, to bridge the gap between youngsters in various
locals. The organizational, executive , and editing committees of Yara'at are
made up of youngsters ranging in age between 14 and 21 years. Yara'at is
open to all youth in Palestine to encourage them to express their personal
experiences, feelings and ideas through creative writing and drawings. It
teaches them to seek facts and knowledge and ensures an active participatory
learning. The Newsletter is open to poetry, creative writings and drawings and
is open to discussion of issues of concern for Palestinian youth.
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Tamer Institute For Community Education
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Tamer Institute for Community Education
P.O Box. 1973, Ramallah - Palestine
Tel: 02 2986121/2
Fax: 02 2988160

E-mail: tamer@palnet.com

Website: www.tamerinst.org
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